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Veterans Memorial High School
US History Course Information Sheet
Mr. Shawn Tolmsoff
Room C216
Conference 3rd Period
stolmsoff@judsonisd.org
School Phone: (210)619-0220
Course Objectives: 
In order to attain a thorough understanding and develop analytical skills in American history, we will master the following during the school year:
· The political, economic, and social events and issues related to industrialization and urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign policies of the Cold War and post-Cold War eras, and reform movements including civil rights. 

· The impact of geographic factors on major events and analyze causes and effects of the Great Depression. 

· The impact of constitutional issues on American society, evaluate the dynamic relationship of the three branches of the federal government and analyze efforts to expand the democratic process. 

· The relationship between the arts and the times during which they were created. 

· The impact of technological innovations on the American labor movement. 

· The use of critical-thinking skills, including explaining and applying different methods, that historians use to interpret the past, including points of view and historical context. 
Subjects of Study:  The following are subjects we will examine during the school year.

Quarter 1
Freedom Week

Unit 1: Westward Expansion
Unit 2: The Gilded Age
Unit 3: The Progressive Era


Unit 4: American Expansionism
Quarter 2
Unit 5: World War I
Unit 6: The 1920s and the Jazz Age
Unit 7: The Great Depression and the New Deal
Quarter 3
Unit 8: World War II
Unit 9: Post War and the 1950s
Unit 10: The 1960s and the Cold War
Unit 11: Civil Rights
Quarter 4
Unit 12: Vietnam
Unit 13: The 1970s and 1980s
Unit 14: Modern America
STAAR /EOC Review
STAAR/EOC Exam
Materials: It is important that students bring these materials on a daily basis:
Pen/pencil
Interactive Binder
(The following materials are optional but will be used extensively)

Colored Pencils 
Glue/Stapler
Assigned Materials as Needed
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Grading Policy:
Two general types of grades shall be taken- 
1. Formative: Daily assignments, homework, quizzes (40%)

2. Summative: Major Grades, Exams and Common Assessments (50%). 
3. Homework: 10%

Grades will be computed and reported using a standard percentage scale as follows:

100-90=A
89-80=B
79-75=C
74-70=D
69 and below=F

Late Work:

Work turned in after the due date will be graded on the following scale: 

1 day late will receive a maximum grade of 90.


2 days late will receive a maximum grade of 80.


3 days late will receive a maximum grade of 70.


More than 3 days late work will not be graded.
*If you are absent, you have the amount of days you were absent to make up the work and have it count for full credit. 
Exams: 

1. If absent, must be made up upon return to school on your own time (before or after school).  I will not allow exams to be done during class if we have moved on to something else. 

2. Test corrections are allowed up to one week after exam.  Review must be completed 100%.  Student must write out and answer all missed questions with an explanation as to why that is the correct answer.  Students will receive a “70” if all missed questions are corrected.  

Attendance:

Coming to school is essential to your development and education. Students are expected to attend class daily and to arrive promptly without disrupting the learning environment. 

1. According to district policy, in order to gain credit for the course, students must attend 90% of the days that class is offered.
2. While school activities do not count as an absence, students may not exceed 10 days for extracurricular absences.
Student Responsibilities and Class Rules:

1. Enter the classroom quietly and begin the warm-up exercise 

2. Respect! Show respect towards self, peers, and all adults.
3. Follow the teacher’s directives at all times

4. Put the cell phones AWAY unless otherwise directed (no earbuds!)

5. Complete all assigned homework and classwork on time

6. Come to class on time and prepared with all materials and ready to participate, use the bathroom during class change.
7. Complete all homework and turn it in on time. 
8. Seek help from fellow students and teacher when absent and make up work in a timely manner

9. Follow all district and campus rules and procedures (including Dress Code).
10. Consume all snacks and drinks before entering the classroom

11. Do not copy or plagiarize.  Anyone caught cheating will receive a “O” for that assignment.
Course Websites: www.stolmsoff.weebly.com 
I created this website to provide students with certain materials they may need throughout the year.  On the site you will find a copy of this syllabus (in case you lose or misplace it) as well as links to the power points and other materials that you may need.  In the event of an absence, you will need to utilize the website to obtain missing material.
Parents, please read the course syllabus and information sheet, sign and return this form or send me an email with the information to: stolmsoff@judsonisd.org.  This is the first grade your child will receive for this class and is due by Friday, August 24, 2018.  Also, any questions/concerns you may have can be addressed on this sheet or through email at this time as well. 
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