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1. Explain 3 reasons why people are willing 
to leave their own countries and start 
over in another.

2. What did immigrants during the Gilded 
Age have to endure to enter into the 
United States?

3. What is Ellis Island?

4. What is Angel Island?



Analyzing Attitudes on Immigration Through Political Cartoons

Warm up:
1. Grab a worksheet and get into groups of three (if possible).

2. If you need an extra desk, just grab one from the back.

3. Put your phones and earbuds/headphones away!



Warm Up: You do not have to write your answer
• In what way are the immigrants in this picture assimilating? 



What to do:
• Your group will analyze a Political Cartoon about 

Americans’ attitudes toward immigrants at the turn of 
the century

• Answer the 6 questions about each cartoon on your 
handout

• I will come around to check your answers for accuracy 
and thoroughness

• Your group will explain your political cartoon to the class



Presenting

• Presenters will share their answers with 
the class and point out details in the 
cartoon that support their answers

• As the “experts” on each cartoon share 
their analysis add to your notes as needed



Picture A



Picture B

They would close to the new-comer the bridges 

that carried them and their fathers over.



Picture C



Picture D



Picture E



Picture F



Picture G



Picture H



Overview:
• What were some positive depictions of immigrants in the 

cartoons?

• What were the negative depictions of immigrants in the 
cartoons?

• How did the “nativists” in the cartoons act towards the  
immigrants?

• Overall, how do you think immigrants were treated in 
the United States in the late 1800’s?


